ISSN 0976-4224
JOURNAL OF

PSYCOLOGY

_Rai J Psychology, 8(2): 83-94 (2017)
© K. la-Raj 2017
amia-Ray DOI: 10.31901/24566292.2017/08.02.04

In Search of a Psychology of Teaching and Learning
for the 21 Century

Sitwala Imenda

University of Zululand, Department of Mathematics, Science and Technology Education,
KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa 3886
Telephone: +27828883606, +27359026349, E-mail: ImendaS@unizulu.ac.za

KEYWORDS Behaviourism. Cognitivism. Constructivism. Objectivism. Theories

ABSTRACT This paper reviews the influences of three educational psychologies — namely behaviourism, cognitivism
and constructivism, on the practice of education during the 20" century up to these early years of the 21t century.
The purpose of the review is to assess how far we have come, as educationalists, in understanding the various
aspects of the enterprise of education — from the point of view of educational psychology. Overall, in consideration
of the main arguments reviewed in this paper, the writer surmises that the search for an educational psychology for
the 21t century must seriously consider the possibility of a blended or eclectic theoretical paradigm, arising out of
the efforts and gains of the 20" century; that such a paradigm would emphasize the complementarity of these three
perspectives, rather than focusing on their differences.



